
 
 
 

American Foreign Service National High School Essay Contest 

American Writers Museum John Estey Student Writing Competition 
Ayn Rand Institute 

Bennington Young Writers Awards 
Carl Sandburg Student Poetry Contest 

Davidson Fellows 
Engineer Girl x Engineer Teen Contest 

Fleet Reserve Association 
GPS Writing Contest for Scifi and More 

Harvard International Economics Essay Competition 
Horizon Academic Essay Prize 

Inkitt Contests 
It’s All Write! Teen Writing Contest 
Jane Austen Society Essay Contest 

JFK Profile in Courage Essay Contest 
John Locke Institute Global Essay Competition 

Just Poetry!!! 
Leonard L. Milberg ’53 High School Poetry Prize 

Lumiere Scholars Essay Award 
Manningham Student Poetry Awards 

Nancy Thorp Poetry Contest 
National Council of Teachers of English 

National Federation of Press Women High School Contest 
National Scholastic Press Association Competitions 

New York Times Learning Network’s Contests 
NSCDA Congressional Essay Contest 

PBS Kids Writers Contest 
Poetry Society of America Student Poetry Award 

Princeton University 10 Minute Play Contest 
PTA Reflections Contest 

Quill and Scroll Writing, Photo, and Multimedia Contest 
Rachel Carson Intergenerational Sense of Wonder / Sense of the Wild Contest 

River of Words Contest 
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards  

SPJ/JEA High School Essay Contest 
The Adroit Prizes for Poetry and Prose 

The Claudia Ann Seaman Award for Young Writers 
The Emerson Prize 

The National WWII Museum Essay Contest 
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http://www.afsa.org/essay-contest
https://americanwritersmuseum.org/writing-competition/
https://aynrand.org/students/essay-contests/
https://www.bennington.edu/events/young-writers-awards
https://www.nps.gov/carl/learn/news/student-poetry-contest.htm
http://www.davidsonfellows.org/
https://engineerteen.org/4586/contest
https://www.fra.org/fra/Web/Events_and_Programs/7_12th_Grade_Essay_Contest/Web/Content/Essay_Contest.aspx?hkey=707c4b42-2eb8-4992-9d57-31b8bd14c68a
https://geekpartnership.org/programs/writing-contest/
https://writetheworld.org/competition-page/5302
https://horizoninspires.com/essay-prize/
https://www.inkitt.com/
https://aadl.org/events/itsallwrite
http://jasna.org/programs/essay-contest/
https://www.jfklibrary.org/learn/education/profile-in-courage-essay-contest
https://www.johnlockeinstitute.com/essay-competition
https://justpoetry.org/submissions.html
https://arts.princeton.edu/about/opportunities/high-school-contests/poetry-contest/
https://www.lumiere-education.com/lumiere-scholars-essay-award
https://nfsps.net/manningham-student-poetry-contest
https://www.hollins.edu/academics/pre-college-experiences-camps/nancy-thorp-poetry-contest/
https://ncte.org/awards/
https://www.nfpw.org/high-school-contest
https://studentpress.org/nspa/awards-3/
https://www.nytimes.com/column/learning-contests
https://nscda.org/grants-scholarships-awards/congressional-essay-contest/
http://www.prairiepublic.org/events/pbs-kids-go-writers-contest-3
https://poetrysociety.org/awards/annual-awards/student-poetry-award-2026
https://arts.princeton.edu/about/opportunities/high-school-contests/ten-minute-play-contest/
https://www.pta.org/home/programs/reflections/awards
https://quillandscroll.org/contests-and-critiques/
https://rachelcarsonlandmarkalliance.org/rachel-carson-intergenerational-sense-of-wonder-sense-of-the-wild-contest-2022/
https://www.stmarys-ca.edu/academics/schools/kalmanovitz-school-of-education/centers-institutes/center-environmental-literacy/river-of-words
https://www.artandwriting.org/awards/
http://jea.org/wp/home/awards-honors/high-school-essay-contest/
https://theadroitjournal.org/adroit-prizes/
https://www.polyphonylit.org/claudia-ann-seaman-awards
http://www.tcr.org/page-1826185
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/students-teachers/school-programs/2024-student-writing-contest


 
 
 

The Ocean Awareness Contest 
The Patricia Grodd Poetry Prize for Young Writers 

The Poetry Society Foyle Young Poets Award 
US District Court High School Essay Contest 

VFW Youth Scholarships Essay Contest 
VSA Playwright Discovery Program Competition 

William Faulkner Literary Competition 
World History Student Essay Competition 

Worldwide Plays Festival 
Writer’s Digest Competitions 

Write the World 
YoungArts National Arts Competition 

YouthPLAYS Competition for Young Playwrights 
Young Writers USA Writing Competition 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directories to more free contests: 
Aralia 
College Vine 
Dragon Knight League 
Lumiere Education 
New Pages 
Poets & Writers 
PrepScholar Writing Contests 
Published to Death 
We are Teachers Student Writing Contests 
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https://bowseat.org/programs/ocean-awareness-contest/contest-overview/
http://www.kenyonreview.org/contests/patricia-grodd/
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/competitions/foyle-young-poets-of-the-year-award/about-foyle/
https://www.flmd.uscourts.gov/2025-high-school-essay-contest-orlando-homepage
https://www.vfw.org/community/youth-and-education/youth%20scholarships
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/opportunities-for-artists/competitions-and-commissions/access-vsa-playwright-discovery-program/
https://williamfaulknerliterarycompetition.com/
https://thewha.org/awards/world-historian-student-essay-competition.html
https://www.writopialab.org/programs/specialty-programs/worldwide-plays-festival
http://www.writersdigest.com/writers-digest-competitions/short-short-story-competition
https://writetheworld.org/?fbclid=PAAaYTwpa_owKYgosIL30W1_UHwBTfUNeOa6cRzaHRVFuGBPtHkfOXQ1YB7lU_aem_AcxYu1xV1NSj43JnzNrYJ-T_BLfTU15Cvkg_KWw3dSnOyoyuY8FQPKXOGD4aUaPupTrr6QWy0gOeJ9tKu5mbRgyG#/competitions
http://www.youngarts.org/writing
https://www.youthplays.com/submit_play.php
https://www.youngwritersusa.com/contests
https://www.aralia.com/helpful-information/poetry-contests-high-school/
https://blog.collegevine.com/writing-competitions-for-high-school-students
https://www.dragonknightleague.org/children-writing-contests/
https://www.lumiere-education.com/post/free-writing-competitions-for-high-school-students
https://www.newpages.com/young-writers-guide/young-writers-guide-to-contests/
https://www.pw.org/grants
https://blog.prepscholar.com/writing-contests-for-high-school-students
https://publishedtodeath.blogspot.com/p/free-contests.html
https://www.weareteachers.com/student-writing-contests/

